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Conference: retro- / intro- / per-SPECTION 2014-208-2022 -
Activism and social engagement in the Western Balkes

The initiative to support informal civic groups and grass-root movements in Bosnia and
Herzegovina — background

The initiative to support informal civic groups amggass-root movements in Bosnia and
Herzegovina began with the conference “Civil Sqceet a Factor for Change in BiH” held in
2014 in Vienna. Since 2015, several follow-up atiés took place in order to continue
supporting informal civic groups, the plena andsgreoot movements, from all over the
country. The Ludwig Boltzmann Institute of HumargRis has acted as bridge and coordinator
between the informal civic groups and internatiquraject partners.

The Western Balkan region is not only in the foaithe Ludwig Boltzmann Institute of Human
Rights but is also a priority area of the Austrdareign policy, due to its territorial proximity,
but also due to the long lasting historic, cultaatl economic bonds between Austria and the
region. Inspired by the citizens’ protests in 20t Ludwig Boltzmann Institute of Human
Rights approached the Austrian Federal MinistryEarope, Integration and Foreign Affairs.
Both actors recognised the importance of civic nmosets in Bosnia and Herzegovina and the
need for changes which were demanded and led byitizens themselves. Therefore, a
common framework was developed which later becanosvk as‘the Initiative to Support

the Civil Society in Bosnia and Herzegovina” The main priority of this initiative is to
strengthen the citizens in Bosnia and Herzegownbettome proactive agents of change, to
support civil society in a sustainable way, to gudee better access to human rights and to
foster democracy and the rule of law.

The first outcome of the Initiative was the alreadgntioned conference “Civil Society as a
Factor for Change in Bosnia and Herzegovina” whadk place in September 2014 in Vienna.
The aim of the conference was to offer a platformdr exchange and to encourage a
dialogue between various civil society actors comgnfrom different parts of Bosnia and
Herzegovina in order to define a common approach ahto create a strong and sustainable
civil society movement.The most important results of the conference wareamly the
exchange of ideas and the creation of networks dmwthe participants who elaborated
recommendations for a stronger civil society, bl#oathe creation of new cooperation
possibilities with international partners.

The main partners of the initiative are the ERSTdurteation, Swiss Embassy in Sarajevo,
Foreign Ministry for Europe, Integration and Foreig\ffairs of the Republic of Austria
(BMEIA). Together with the Ludwig Boltzmann Instieuof Human Rights, they are supporting
selected informal civic groups and grass-root mamshin Bosnia and Herzegovina such as
the Movement of the Citizens in Gamica - PGG, Plenum Zenica, Informal Group Srelreni
je nasS (Srebrenik is ours), Plenum Bosanska Kr@aaja Luka Social Centre - BASOC,
Workers' Union Sindikat Solidarnosti Tuzla and iermal Group for Social Justice Prijedor.

The selected groups are informal, non-registeradsgroot initiatives. Given this fact, it was
crucial to develop an innovative cooperation anmadfng structure, which would enable the
informal civic movements and grass-root initiatiteseceive international support without the
usual conditionality (proof of registration, formdgmands, applying for grants, etc.). The new
cooperation structure is based on mutual trusteapdlity between all parties involved. The
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Ludwig Boltzmann Institute of Human Rights accompanthe groups during the
implementation of their activities, being the bedgnd connecting unit between them and
international partners. More precisely, the LudBatzmann Institute of Human transfers the
approved grants to the groups (to one appointesbpenf trust), monitors and supervises the
implementation of activities and provides finan@ald operational reports to project partners.
The groups are responsible for the implementation fotheir activities and decide by
themselves on the use of the funds.

The work of the groups encloses a wide range of adgties, from establishing a permanent
basis for encountering and networking in the plémaorganising public discussions and
awareness raising activities in order to includeenitizens and encourage them to take action.
The groups have developed mechanisms for repaatidgdetecting cases of corruption in an
anonymous way, monitoring the meetings and dedsadrthe municipal councils including
the use of public funds and thus acting as pubditcthvdogs in their local communiti€Since
the beginning of the Initiative in January 2015, tle informal civic groups achieved
remarkable results. Most of them established a permanent office, wipobvides enough
space and freedom for realising different formadfvities. The interest in civic activism and
active involvement in decision-making processdbénocal communities increased in general.
Young people, the new generation, are getting nam@ more involved recognising the
importance of civic engagement for a better futar&osnia and Herzegovina. The groups
established strong networks and support each dtirerg protests and campaigns.

Time table:

* Beginning of February: citizens’ protests in BiH

« 12" June 2014: Panel discussion “BiH ahead of thetiBles 2014: The Civil Society
Movement as a Factor of Change” at BMEIA

« 7" to 10" September 2014: Conference “Civil Society as adfafor Change?” in
Sarajevo

« 218 January 2015: First follow-up and planning meetm@arajevo “Vienna Initiative
of supporting civil society actors and movementBasnia and Herzegovina”

« 26" to 27" April 2015: Second follow-up conference on theistive of supporting civil
society actors and movements in Bosnia and Herzegav Gracanica

« 11" May 2015: Meeting with potential partners in Sevaj

« 18" June 2015: Meeting with selected informal civiougs in Sarajevo: signing of the
Cooperation Agreement with selected informal ciicups

« 25" January 2016: Follow-up conference on the Init&tf supporting civil society
actors and movements in Bosnia and HerzegovinaanjéBLuka (presentation of
achieved results)

« 13" July 2016: Follow-up conference on the Initiatdfesupporting civil society actors
and movements in Bosnia and Herzegovina in Zenica

« 27" March 2017: Follow-up meeting in Bosanska Krupa

« 22" September 2017: Follow-up meeting on Initiativsspporting civil society actors
and movements in Bosnia and Herzegovina in Tuzla

« 26" March 2018: Follow-up meeting on Initiative of gapting civil society actors and
movements in Bosnia and Herzegovina in Srebrenik

« 6" to 8" February 2019: Final Conference “retro- / intrpef-SPECTION 2014-2018-
2022 - Activism and social engagement in the WadBakans” in Sarajevo



Conference: retro- / intro- / per-SPECTION 2014-208-2022 - Activism and social
engagement in the Western Balkans

The past years have seen both, new and old thiedisman rights in the Western Balkan
region. The rise of politicians who are focussing pmlarizing and radicalizing social and
political views and eroding consensus and commuties/as well as destroying any form of
social justice, led to an increase of civic movetaeAfter four years of excellent cooperation
with informal civic movements and grassroots ititi@s in Bosnia & Herzegovina, the Ludwig
Boltzmann Institute of Human Rights (BIM) decidedtrganise the regional conference “retro-
/ intro- / perSPECTION 2014-2018-2022 - Activismdagsocial engagement in the Western
Balkans” from &' to 8" February in Hotel Bosnia, in Sarajevo. The BIMiiad experts,
activists, intellectuals and representatives otilig society from Bosnia and Herzegovina and
the whole Western Balkan region but also intermati®, aiming at creating a platform for
networking as well as for reflecting on past exgece and looking together into the future. The
conference was held in Bosnian/Croatian/Serbiamvels as in English language and was
simultaneously translated by two translators.

The current situation in the whole Western Balkagion shows an increase of protest
movements against the corrupt governments. In eaghtry there were different sparks that
lit the same fire of protest movements such asanlued murder of a young student, the brutal
beating of an opposition leader or a new law omrged and cost-cutting measures in the
education sector. More than ever, a network fovioh and civic engagement is needed to
keep on fighting for social justice in the West&alkans. Therefore, on thé'@f February
2019, the event opened with a reception at thauestt “Amerikanac” in Sarajevo with the
possibility for the participants to exchange thainions and ideas informally, to refresh the
networks and to start the conference with a mygoaitive look into the future.

First Day of the Conference

On 7th of February 2019, the conference beganenctinference room of Hotel Bosnia in
Sarajevo. The regional TV channel N1 arrived ad teahterview some of the participants on
the current protest movements in Bosnia and Hexaego The conference was opened by
welcome speeches by Nina Radod@oordinator of the Initiative to support infornaald grass-
root movements in Bosnia and Herzegovina (2015 38P0_udwig Boltzmann Institute of
Human Rights — BIM) and Susanne Fraczek (Head paBment for European Neighbourhood
and Integration Policy, Ludwig Boltzmann InstitldeHuman Rights — BIM) as well as by a
speech by the Austrian ambassador to Bosnia andebevina, her excellency, Ulrike
Hartmann. Ms. Hartmann stressed on the suppoheotivil society, which she perceives as
highly motivated people and therefore, she is awred that Austria is further prepared to
support movements by the civil society. Especidiggause civil society is seen as a pillar of
democracy. The ambassador pointed out é¢ktatic affiliation is not the problem, because
everybody is affected by the same social problenrend consequently, it is important to
establish a network. Particularly, because thezenat only problems in only one country but
in the whole Western Balkan region.

The greatest security threat in this region is gdsg organized crime as the corruption is
pervasive in those countries. Furthermore, coromps widespread at all levels of government

and various sectors such as security, health catrdéadnor market. Nepotism is very common
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and foreign investors are facing problems with tr@amsparent business procedures.
Entrepreneurs face different obstacles in thosatt@s. In Bosnia and Herzegovina and Serbia
for example, many enterprises in the electricigmmunications and natural gas sectors are
state owned and need to be privatized. The negafifcate sector job creations as well as high
unemployment remain challenges to the labor freehotimose countries.

-m
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Nina Radowt (BIM), H.E. Ms. Ulrike Hartmann, Austrian The organisers of the conference Nina Radawd Dajana
Ambassador to BiH giving a welcome speech, Vedrdjelovuk (BIM)

Dzihi¢ (OlIP & University of Vienna) & Susanne Fraczek

(BIM)

» Part I: Activism and informal movements in Bosnidi&rzegovina

In the first part of the conference, activism amiimal movements in Bosnia & Herzegovina
from 2014 — 2018 were discussed under the chaWeafran DzZihé (Expert & Scientific
Researcher at the Austrian Institute for IntermaloPolitics — OIIP and lecturer at the
University of Vienna) and Nina Rad@viBIM).

In Bosnia and Hercegovina, two separate entitiest exder a loose central government. The
complexity of government leads to deadlock. Inéficy, incompetence and corruption is
widespread at the government and nationalist palitparties influence the labour market.
About 25% of the population is unemployed, whichde to organised crimes such as robbery,
fraud, misuse of taxpayer money and corruptioapftears in Bosnia and Herzegovina that one
needs to be a member of a party or at least praimigere the vote to a party (member) or pay
those in order to eventually receive a job. Regregives of the civil society groups such as
Banja Luka Social center — BASOC, Movement of tiieens of Graanica — PGG, Informal
Movement for Social Justice Prijedor/ Youth Cetd®ART, Srebrenik is ours, Plenum Zenica
and Sindikat Solidarnosti presented their goalstivation, vision and objectives, what they
wanted to achieve and why they chose to take action

In 2014, Bosnia and Herzegovina reached the pdinb@eturn in relation of social justice as

the situation could not be worse. This was theistgamotive of the hard work of many civil

society groups, aiming at a more beautiful courBging an activist and fighting for the rights

of citizens comes with challenges and disadvantayesording to PGGr&nica, activists are

tortured and isolated, because for everyone whorhes a serious activist for those the doors
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are closed in life. It can be seen on the movema®savda za Davida and Pravda za Hameta
that in Bosnia & Herzegovina there is brutal, shappolitical rape happening. Citizens are not
aware of their own rights. It is important to wake motivation of the citizens. On the other
hand, where enthusiasm and motivation can alreadseln, there a way has to be found to
change the enthusiasm and motivation into engagemen

According to Kvart Prijedor, it is necessary to fxeia mind that there also have been
achievements, which can be seen on the basis mugaactivities. For example, the white
ribbons day shows that a process consists of thilegs that give energy for further actions.
However, it seems like when finance stops, acti\ggops. Many donators do not set their focus
on humanitarian activism. Social security and dostability are getting further and further
away from the citizens. It should be discussed thatans to be a fighter for human rights.
The representative of Sindikat Solidarnost clairagdvell that nepotism is a huge problem in
the country. People cannot find jobs, not evenbage cleaning personnel without being a
member of a political party. According to Sindil&alidarnosti, it seems like only the language
of violence is accepted in Bosnia and Herzegovina.

Srebrenik je nas which started operating as wedl fiears ago with the aim to change the
government, because they say “it is enough ofttrisire and it is enough of the nationalism
in the country”, does not have a president, it dogtshave an office and it does not have a
budget. Protests had been organised each Tuesddguioyears. People came with their
families, even with their children. People therpgied to come, because they stopped believing
that something can be done or changed. The Govetnmanted to organisation to stop
operating and the organisation was even proclaiatirorist organisation. However, during
the floods in Bosnia & Herzegovina, the people oébBenik je nas collected goods and
distributed those in the whole country without aeparation of ethnicity or parts of the country.
During the war, machines were stolen from compariiee representatives of Srebrenik je nas
are in agreement with the representatives of Saiddlolidarnosti saying that there are no jobs
available anymore and what hurts the most, is feaple cannot find jobs without any
connections. Nepotism is in the foreground of thandry. It is hard to make changes, when
elections do not have rules. Why should there betieins if you cannot change a thing with
those. In Bosnia & Herzegowina there is no oppasitivith which people could work. A
reliable opposition is missed in the whole Westgatkans. At least in Serbia there is currently
an awakening of the citizens.

Moreover, the representative of BASOC stated thatenand more companies in the private
sector are shutting down. In terms of being arvesttin Banja Luka, this activity was illustrated
as “poor friends living a poor life trying to chanthe system”. People are fighting to change
the Government, but it appears that there are mangds with elections. The question arose
whether activists would be different if they wowgdvern the country. Since the people in the
Government have the possibility to steal and thegy this possibility. It was argued that it is
not certain if an activist who is now fighting thange the government and the corruption would
be an honest employee when he or she would hawehtdrge to steal at the current people in
the government do. Therefore, it can be claimetthi@introspective is painful. The elections
are not even legitimate.

Finally, the representative of Plenum Zenica argined three Governments were dismissed
and that the State did not even feel it. The patéth was planned for 2018, is now postponed
until 2021. For now, the focus is on research.Hlarrmore, it was argued that people should not
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give up fighting for their own rights in Bosnia akiérzegovina. It was claimed that in Bosnia
there are apparently no professionals who know &a@&wovernment functions, therefore people
have to take what they need. Otherwise the queatisas “what would happen if there would
not be activists and if everyone would go home?”

Representatives of Civil Society Groups in BiH talkaigput activism and social engagement in the cguntr

» Part II: Civic Engagement and Activism in Southdastope

Bosnia & Herzegovina, along with Albania, Croati&@sovo, Macedonia, Montenegro and
Serbia is facing a time of civic movements. Therefam the second part of the conference, Ana
Balkovi¢ (Disobedient Democracy, Croatia/ PhD candidatevélsity in Barcelona), Blazhen
Maleski (Think Tank Reactor - Research in Actioradddonia), Igor Stiks (Faculty of Media
and Communication, Belgrade), Lura Pollozhani (Bastoral Research Fellow, University of
Prishtina, Kosovo), Kristin&etkovic (NGO 35mm, Montenegro) and Elvira HadZibegovi
Bubanja, (Forum MNE) and Klodiana Vogli (Legal Exipe- Albanian Justice Reform)
provided input to the first part in context to therent political situation in Southeast Europe.

In Croatia, an initiative called “Mi Mozemo” (“We dh”) was founded in the beginning of
February. Balkowi claimed that we, the civilians, do not have anyetito wait anymore. We
are important, becausee are the generation that can change the future f@ur children .
We have to focus on the groups that are willinghtange something.

Maleski explained why Macedonia is always seenaa#tige example for uprising. There are
three types of civic engagement: 1) constructiveotact 3) so called “you reach the limit and
you go out to protest”. Those three types of cengagement are connected to each other. The
uprise in Macedonia is called “the Macedonian sgehand it is especially always feared by
Aleksandar Vucic and Milorad Dodik. In 2011 archttge students started with protests and
put every information on twitter. In information @flow began. Social media connected all
parts of the society and changed the narrative n@haomething in the way people are
changing.

Stiks agreed with the Austrian Ambassador who faad Isefore that politicians are owners of
Bosnia and Herzegovina. Furthermore, he notedthigse are paradoxes in which people are
living. Many things were destroyed during the waémst the regional dynamic does definitely
work which can be seen based on the student psotéss a bottom up initiative against
politicization and radicalization. If ones observes the current yellow west protesEance,
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one can say Bosnia was definitely further. It gaghering of people who maybe would never
sit together at one table under other circumstances

Pollozhani explained that Kosovo has more than iflisters. The state is not focused on one
body or constitution. In Kosovo party loyalties ruery deep. Mass protests started. The last
strike was hold by teachers and doctors: debatéseba unions and parents while the
Government left. Women mobilize more in Kosovo, &aese the police does not take action
e.g. in cases of domestic violence. There are memd of mobilizationActivism and civic
engagements make us political critical.

Cetkovié stated that nationalism is in favour of politicsain the Western Balkan region.
Politicians take nationalism and sell it as patriosm. Especially people who have never went
outside the borders of Montenegro are ones whe\eethis ideology. Montenegro is officially

a multi-ethnical country, but when it comes to rréhnical marriages, then the one who is
moving into the others house is changing his otletieve.Cetkovié claims that people in the
Western Balkan region are in urgent need of chantheir mentality first, if they want to
change the political system. She argued this idsadbon the example that any person - whether
activist or non-activist - in this region alwayssha10€ in the pocket in the case that a police
officer is stopping their cars. It is easier tottye police officer rather than accepting the fine.
It is useless to change the law, when the law hdsvays loopholesTherefore, it is important

to change the mentality. Bubanja added that regmmaperation is missing and that it should
be focussed on establishing a successful regiaugleration in the Western Balkan region.

Finally, Vogli illustrated the two biggest protests Albania: first, the protest against the
demolition of the National Theatre and second enstindents’ protests against the high tuition
fees and the poor infrastructure of the universiiad dormitories. After the protests started,
the first reaction of the government was total igimce. Nevertheless, the protesters did not
give up and the law passed that the national thdets to be full reconstructed. In relation to
the students’ protests, the requests are not falplved, but the hope amongst the society
revived that everyone can fight for their rightg¢hmiut any political backup.

Kristina Cetkovic discussing about Civic Engagement andloda Vogli explaining the protest movement in Atba
Activism in Montenegro



Lura Pollozhani explaining the situation in Kosovo Igor Stiks encouraging to keep fighting for socights

» Partlll - Thoughts on what can be done or chamgéue future regarding activism/civic
engagement in the SEE region and what is necessamercome the challenges?

In the third part, Stan Puhalo (Political Analyst), Senada Selo-88RMO Croatia), Besjan
Pesha (Executive Director, Hashtag Initiative AllbgnChiara Milan (Marie Sklodowska-Curie
Fellow at the Center for Southeast European Studiesersity of Graz), Milica Pralica (Ostra
Nula), Miso Sikman, (Pravda za Davida) and Stetdar{University of Manchester) discussed
the questions what can be done or changed in theefun relation to activism/social
engagement in the Western Balkan region and wheagdessary to solve the challenges.

In this discussion round, the activists stressethenmportance to conquer politics and it was
stated that through practice everyone can reaghdiitecal system. Furthermore, it is important
that the opportunity exists that one can go tostheets without any fear. It shall be also noted
that within movements, there are always constractind destructive parts. Consequently,
people should not give up when there are setbatst®ad keep on fighting for their rights. It
is also important to educate the new generations.

Furthermore, it was argued that there is no trusitté police anymore. It seems that especially
when someone is an activist, there is no poingporting a criminal act to the police, because
the police seems not to care enough to investigateriminal acts, when those were reported
by activists. Another point made in this discussionnd was that it is difficult to change
something in Bosnia and Herzegovina when 2/3 ofcthizens do not regard Bosnia as their
country, but rather Serbia and Croatia. On therdlie, young people from Banja Luka go to
Sarajevo to demonstrate and vice versa, which shbatsthe ethnic identities are losing
priorities.

It is a huge offence that people leave others &mgh what they want to be changed instead of
fighting themselves. In Bosnia, the political pa®)dSD is only prepared to give jobs to its own
members, whether it is a job at a highway tollhousm the government. People always have
to keep in mind against whom they fight. It is mdr#icult to fight against the Government
when people in your surrounding say that you ateeepaid by foreigners or you are a national
traitor. Citizens in Bosnia and Herzegovina needGand people with attitudes and not
people who decide to give up and move to Germaimgtome cleaning personnel.



Several participants claimed that there is no foeedf media in the Western Balkans.
Furthermore, academia has excluded itself. Ongyadrom civil society to politics, but it does
not matter who goes into this ethnic politics, hessaeveryone will become the same. Hereby,
it was argued thahe best possibility to foresee the future is to eate it yourself.

In the case of David Dragicevic and the movemeav@a za Davida, one can claim that it has
been a fight for truth and justice for more thamidnths. Nowadays the State claims that David
planned an attack on the State. Citizens are ldemgred, now gatherings at the main square
are not allowed anymore. It is necessary that geoplst create a union and people need to
create their own goals. Furthermore, he claimetittiegeople need to be united in the fight
against the Government, because the fight is for éhpeople

=
-
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Discussing the challenges of activism and socighgament in SEE

* Public Panel Discussion “Towards an active utopieiest movements and activism in
SEE” at the centre “Dom Mladih”

In the evening, the participants of the conferemeee invited by the Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung
Dialogue Southeast Europe to a panel discussiaheatentre “Dom Miladih”. Igor Stiks
(Faculty of Media and Communication, Belgrade), k&kndar Trifunovd (BUKA, Banja
Luka), Lura Pollozhani (Postdoctoral Research Relltniversity of Prishtina), Blazhen
Maleski (Think Tank Reactor - Research in Actionadddonia), Besjan Pesha (Executive
Director, Hashtag Initiative Albania), and Larisasad (Movement of the Citizens of Gracanica,
PGG) discussed the topic “Towards an Active UtogtaBtest movements and activism in
Southeast Europe”.

The panel emphasized on the importance of peokieg@ction and on the positive examples
of people going to the streets to fight for théghts. Pollozhani noted that in Kosovo citizens
realized that there are different ways of occupyuglic space. There were several protests in
Prishtina, because one girl got raped by a poliae and shortly after the same girl got raped
by a teacher. This was regarded as perfect exdopdtizens being abused by many levels of
power. For years, the government has preachecetoitizens that it is important to fight for
Kosovo to become independent, but now it is impurta fight for the civil rights. This is
happening in Prishtina through little steps of agning public space.
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Blazhen explained that the example of social asrivibetter known as the “Macedonian
scenario” is feared by certain people such as lddpodik and Aleksandar Vucic, because it
is about reforming a political State. He explaihedv activists do everything they can to make
a change, but that it is hard to catch citizense @sue that he observed was when he arrived
somewhere, people would immediately distance themsé&om political topics. In the case of
the movement against police brutality, he noted peaple have to be clever when they are in
a movement and to always be aware that peoplegiriny against a machinery.

Pesha explained how ten thousands of studentsrgdthrefront of the Ministry of Education
in Albania and that it was impressive that they eams a union. There was no leader, no
organization, no talk, nor representation. Only raug of students fighting for a better
educational system in the country.

A prominent voice of the critical newspaper BUKAetjournalist Trifunov from Banja Luka
emphasized that there is no time anymore for questnor is there any more time for any
explanations. The trends in Bosnia and Herzegoaieashowing that more and more people
are leaving the country and close their eyes frbenreality that is happening in Bosnia &
Herzegovina. In his opinion it is enough of cregtitypothesis, rather people should start taking
action and start their own small revolution. Ther@also no need to express oneself through
ethnicity, because in Bosnia & Herzegovina everyisreungry regardless of ethnicity.

Susa stated that no one will give anything to ftizens unless the citizens start demanding and
taking what they need. She made clear that trustsahdarity are of highest importance in
order to be able to do that.

Nina Radow thanking the Friedrich Ebert Stiftung for thePublic panel discussion chaired by Vedran Qzdmd with

invitation to the public panel discussion in thaifocentre the valuable input by Lura Pollozhani, Blazhen Miies

in Sarajevo Larisa Su$a, Igor Stiks, Besjan Pesha & Aleksandar
Trifunovi¢
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After the public panel discussion in the youth centhe participants of the conference were
invited by the Austrian Ambassador to BiH, H.E. Niirike Hartmann to a reception at the
Embassy of Austria.

Reception at the Embassy of Austria to Bosnia andég@vina

Second Day of the Conference

« Alternatives for the future

The participants discussed openly and emotiondlbutpossible alternatives for the future.
Hereby, Crnomat, a representative of BASOC, ndtatithe problem is that people are leaving
Bosnia and Herzegovina while the Government seerhe tiving for Brussels, Moscow and
Turkey and not for the best interest of its peoplee Government is not human, and it appears
that every opportunity for emancipation is lega#iigen away from the people.

It was noted that there are concerns facing aatiasd social engagement nowadays and in
the years ahead, but when activists and peopleairfmgtior their rights have a goal and a
direction, they should not care about challengeb s financial issues. There is no recipe for
success. There have to be gatherings, people bax@rtmunicated and then start working. It
was argued that it is important to focus on youagpbe and women and that it is necessary
that in general, people should stop caring abdutieity because everyone should have the
same rights as citizen of a country.

The participants agreed on the idea that ther¢éohlasput pressure on the Media The media
is manipulating the simple people. 30% of the papah in Bosnia & Herzegovina have only
graduated from compulsory school. The questioreariow to work with simple people. If
those people are angry, theérere has to be a way to channel this anger and tarit into
something productive.

In relation to the movements for the killings oétiloung men Dzenan, David and Hamet, it
was stated that it is one thing to join a Facebgrokip in favour of justice, but it is another one
to experience the unjust and the pain. Thereforg,iinportant to mobilize people to go to the
streets:There is no fight for David and no fight for Dzenan anymore, there is a fight for
the people’s future”. Finally, it was stated thatctivism is not anymore about “I want or |

do not want”, it is an obligation.
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The participants discussed on alternatives inuh&é on the second day of the conference

Outlook to the Future and Special Thanks

Although the project “the Initiative to Support tlavil Society in Bosnia and Herzegovina”
came to end with this final conference “retro- #ran / per-SPECTION 2014-2018-2022 -
Activism and social engagement in the Western Bakin Sarajevo from'6to 8" February
2019, the activism and social engagement on th fag the rights of citizens will continue.
The Ludwig Boltzmann Institute of Human Rights wablike to thank everyone who had been
a part of adventurous and successful journey s044.

The Ludwig Boltzmann Institute of Human Rights webalso like to express its gratitude to all
cooperation partners who contributed to make th& ftonference in Sarajevo possible:

e Our partners and supporters from the Erste Stiftuhg Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung
Dialogue Southeast Europe and the SEE Democratic Le

* Austrian Ambassador to Bosnia & Herzegovina, hee#gncy, Ms. Ulrike Hartmann
and Deputy Head of Mission, Wolfgang Thill for tlkepport and reception at the
Embassy

* All experts, activists, intellectuals and repreaémes of the civil society from Bosnia
and Herzegovina, the Western Balkan region andnatmnals who have been fighting
for social justice

* The translators of the conference, Bjanka Praigllesmela Kurtovi¢

» A special thanks to Nina Radéwho has coordinated the Initiative to supportinfal
and grass- root movements in Bosnia and Herzegeunta 2014 and who put all her
inexhaustible energy and expertise in this projeairder to create a network for the
fight for social justice in the Western Balkan @ui

* A special thanks to Dajana Bjelovuk for her suppaetore, during and after the
conference in particular for organising the confieezand finalising the written and
financial reports.
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